Preoperative diagnosis of intratemporal facial nerve tumor: high-resolution CT and otoscopic findings in 4 cases.
Four cases of facial nerve tumor were treated in our clinic during the past 16 years, one of which was a recurrence 12 years after the resection. Another case presented with relapsing facial palsy of sudden onset. The others presented with slowly progressive facial palsy. In each of the four cases, the horizontal and vertical portions were included in the tumor extension, and a mass was revealed in the posterior tympanic cavity by use of otoscopy. High-resolution CT, performed in all but the earliest case, proved to be the most valuable diagnostic tool, indicating the anatomical correlation of the tumor with the facial canal. With the diagnosis preoperatively established, facial reanimation procedure could be applied immediately after the tumor resection except in the recurrent case.